
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This half term our topic is: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Communication and Language 

This half term we will be focusing on developing the children’s listening and 
attention skills appropriate to their age and stage of development. We will be 
focusing on a small number of books linked to our topic. Alongside this we will be 
sharing at least one book a day, for pleasure, helping to widen and deepen the 
children’s range of vocabulary.  We will of course be singing lots of familiar nursery 
rhymes and learning new songs. Reception children will be learning a harvest song 
which they will be performing at the Harvest Festival in the church at the end of 
this half term. The Pre School children will be holding their own Harvest 
celebration within the Pre School, more information will be shared on See-saw 
closer to the time.  

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development: 

It is really important in this half term that we 

focus on the children’s well-being. This will 

include ensuring all the children are settled, 

happy and feel safe at school. We also want 

to build on existing friendships and support 

the children who are joining the Steeple 

Claydon community in making new friends. 

Through our topic; Our World, we will begin 

by focusing on the children themselves, 

looking at similarities and differences.  

 Mathematics:  

This half term we will be focusing on 

number. In Pre School the children will 

be learning numbers to 5 and matching 

the correct quantity of objects to the 

numeral.  In Reception the children will 

be building on this knowledge and 

learning how to subitise numbers to 5 as 

well as counting numbers beyond 10. 

Both Reception and Pre School will be 

exploring and comparing the size of 

objects, introducing the vocabulary of 

size. 

Physical Development:  

This half term we will be focusing on 
developing the children’s core body 
strength, through a variety of gross 
motor activities. This will then in time 
help children develop their fine motor 
skills. We will be encouraging the 
children to develop their 
independence skills, focusing on 
putting their jumpers, coats and shoes 
on and off. In addition, the Reception 
children will participate in two PE 
sessions a week led by the Sports 4 All 
coaches.    

Understanding the World: 

This half term we will be learning about family units and celebrating the similarities and differences between them. We                                                                                    
will then learn about our school and what makes its unique, as well as exploring the wider Steeple Claydon community. Towards the end the half term we will be looking at the 

seasonal changes and exploring the natural world around them as the season changes to Autumn. We will finish the term celebrating the festival of Harvest.  

 

 

 

 

Expressive Arts and Design: 

We will be developing our creativity through colour mixing (we will get 

messy!) and loose parts play. The children will eb observing their faces and 

will have eth opportunity to represent their image using different media.  

The will be supporting the children’s pretend play, developing their role play 

skills.    

Literacy:  

This half term we will be helping to 

develop the children’s love of books. In 

Reception we will learning about the 

characters, the setting and the main 

events of the stories we read. We will be 

developing the children’s mark making 

skills, starting by ascribing meanings to 

marks. In Reception the children will start 

daily phonics lessons focusing on letter 

formation and the sound that letters 

make. Alongside this the children will be 

taught how to orally blend sounds 

together to say the word.  

 



 

Here are the key books we will be reading this half term: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


